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OUR WORK. 


to set him right. A little boy of four is brought to her kindergarten. She 
finds there is a serious obstacle to mental growth, viz, self-consciousness. 
"“What is the cause of it.?’ asks the mother. ‘ If the child had not such 
.a sensible mother,’ I replied, ‘ I should say that he had been “shown off” 
to visitors until the habit of thinking that everyone is looking at him has 
(become fixed in his mind.’ Instantly the blood mounted to her face, and 
she said, ‘That is what has been done. You know that he sinp very well. 
Last winter my young sister frequently had him stand on a chair beside the 

piano and sing for guests If I had known then what now I do I 

would have died rather than have allowed it.’ ” We may or may not agree 
with Mrs. Harrison’s analysis of body, mind, and soul, and with the teaching 
she founds thereon, but throughout the volume are scattered hints like the 
above, full of leading and light, which must needs be profitable to mothers. 

Our readers would be interested in a remarkable pamphlet by Lady 
Welby, entitled Wit7iesscs to Ambiguity (W. Clarke, Steam Press Office, 
Grantham, si-d. by post). It is a collection of perhaps two hundred protests 
from the pens of the ablest philosophical writers against that vague use of 
words which is the gravest hindrance to accurate aud practical thought. 
“As a fact, do any two persons really mean the same thing exactly by the 
words they use .? Does even the same person at different times .?” (Venn, 
Empirical Logic). Truly we are in great need of a “ Science of Meanings 
to clear the ground for all other science, and parents can do more than 
others to further such science by insisting that their children shall express 
their concepts in language as accurate as they know how to make it. 


OUR WORK. 


The Biicherbund is open to receive new members, and students of 
German should find the Club very helpful and attractive. Address Miss 
Elsa d’Esterre-Keeling, 41, Holland Road, Kensington, W. 

The Fdsolc Club is also open to new members, and as the studies advance 
the work should be more and more attractive to amateur artists. Address 
W. G. Collingwood, Esq, Lanehead, Coniston, Lancashire. 

The Parents Review School is open to parents who desire that children . 
educated at home should have those advantages of a common standard 
classification, and periodic examination, for want of which the home-taught 
child compares disadvantageously with children who go to school. Address 
The Editor, care of Publishers, Paternoster House, Charing Cross Road, 
London. 


The proper coupon should be sent in each case. 

The House of Education is open to enrol students, who should begin 
work m January. Ladies who wish their daughters to be trained in matters 
belonging to child nurture, whether with a view to their future homes, to 

nurses, are invited to apply without delay to 
The Editor of the Parents^ Review, Ambleside. 




notes and queries. 

A question we have discussed on ship is, How far can one give to nurses 
the authority one would wish over a child, seeing that it is essential for its 
welfare to obey its elders while in nonage? The answer was emphatically,. 

None in these days,” because the nurses are not morally superior to the- 
children, and it is hurtful to the latter to place them in the power of persons 
of a lower moial standing. It is startling, yet a fact, and pitiful (for it is 
altogether as it should not be for both parties), but out of two evils choose 
the least. Will you thrash out this question ? And another, How is this 
dreadful question of Hell-fire to be dealt with ? We have passed it over 
entirely, but the more “religious” a nurse or governess happens to be, the 
more thoroughly does she din the subject into the children’s ears, so that 
Hell -fire is far more real to them than the beautiful Home above, of which 
the parents speak. It is a weapon used most effectively by some nurses, 
and many mothers, I find, consider it necessary to forbid all “religious”’ 
talk and teaching in the schoolroom and nurserv in consequence. The 
devil and hell have a peculiar charm for some minds. E. A. 

[We know very well that there are good and devoted nurses in many 
homes, prized by parents and beloved by children.— Ed.] 

A new and interesting collection is that of postmarks. The albums 
already designed for postage-stamps will answer equally well for the post- 
marks Vera. 

"^'^[This should be a delightful collection if it were made a rule that the- 
whereabouts of the place should be written under each postmark, after a 
search in the atlas. Ed.] 

A mother is anxious to know^er there 
authority, on the subject of a 

to the best treatment in a par qualified to give such advice.. 

“ rr ™.n„ a. 0.. CO..U.,. . * U 

a specialist. - 

I should be very much obliged 

you could P-f [f solhl^ like this. It was men- 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 


Every Saturday I have prepared two l.ttle c.xammation papers of six 
.nuesdons, leaving spaces on the same paper for the answers (wh.ch m.ght 
■he filled in at the children’s dictation by some big person), to be done by 
.each child on the Sunday morning. These papers gave the greatest 
stimulus to the lessons, and 1 am often surprised at the little people s know- 
ledge If on any Sunday the papers do not appear, disappointment is felt. 
In various church seasons we take up the special subjects, and, in between, 
have learnt much about the Old Testament. Lately we had the order for 
Itiornin- Service, that they might follow it with greater interest. When I 
thoughuhey could find all their “ places,” I chose out one special Sunday, 
•riving them its title and the day of the month, and instead of an examination 
paper, bade them select a suitable opening text, find Psalms, Lessons, 
Collect, and choose their favourite hymns, or those appropriate to the day ; 
finally, choosing a text for the sermon. They were much interested. 


I should be so glad if any of your readers could kindly give names of a 
few useful, well-written story-books for young children (under seven or 
eight) in the next number of the Parents Review. I find that the usual 
story-books sold for children are full of useless matter, and written for no 
object but to giv'e passing amusement to the children. I have read carefully 
all the titles given of children’s books in the Parents' Review since the first 
number, but they mostly seem books for children over eight. Hardly any- 
one so far has given names of useful story-books for young children of six 
and seven years, excepting perhaps “E. V.” in “By the Way” of September, 
1890, who mentions a little story, “Little Christian on his Pilgrimage,” and 
the foes (Temper, Peevishness, &c.) he slew. This was in “ Sunday,” 18S6, 
and perhaps not to be got now. This sort of story, told in a simple, 
interesting way, would be practically useful. 1 so fully agree with the advice 
given in different parts of the Parents' Review, to avoid addling and 
puzzling the children by giving them a number of useless, tawdry story- 
books. The abundance of this sort of literature, added to a number of 
useless toys, is to blame for all the “ wool-gathering ” brains. J. P. P. 


1 want to ask your advice on another question. I wish to improve myself 
with a view to the children’s older requirements. I am surrounded by ever- 
recurring trivial duties. We seldom see a new book or meet an educated 
person in our wild parish, and the days slip by, and 1 am tired with the daily 
round when my only time of leisure, the evening, comes. I know unless 
I can make a great effort I shall gradually lose all power of enjoying or 
even comprehending anything more improving than the daily paper, and 1 
shall see myself at the very time when my girls and boys will need an 
intellectual companion quite left behind, and only fit for the drudgery that 
■can be made to fill all the mind and energies of mothers in our position. 

H ^ to work upon for myself, some 

along a difficult path. ’ 

[ A e have a scheme in view which will, we hope, meet the needs of mir 
^oriespondcnt and others like her.— E d.] 


BY THE WAY- 


NURSES. 

“ It is clear to any judicious and thoughtful person that the most important 
■age of Christian nurture is the first; that age which we have called 'the 
age of impressions just that age in which the duties and cares of a really 
Christian nurture are so commonly postponed, or assumed to have not yet 
arrived. 

“ I have no scales to measure quantities of effect in this matter of early 
training, but I may be allowed to express my solemn conviction that more, 
as a general fact, is done, or lost by neglect of doing, on a child’s immorality 
in the first three years of his life than in all his years of discipline after- 
wards. 

“ . . Let every Christian father and mother understand, when the 

child is three years old, that they have done more than half of all they will 
ever do for his character. 

“ . . It will readily occur to you that irreparable damage may be and 

must often be done by the self-indulgence of those parents who place their 
children mostly in the charge of nurses and attendants for just those years 
of their life in which the greatest and most absolute effects are to be wrought 
in their character. The lightness that prevails on this point is really 
astonishing. Many parents do not even take pains to know anything about 
the tempers, the truthfulness, the character generally of the nurses to whom 
their children are thus confidingly trusted. No matter, the child is ‘ too young’ 
to be poisoned or at all hurt by their influence. And so they give over to 
these faithless and often cruelly false hirelings of the nursery, to be always 
with them, under their power, associated with their persons, handled by their 
roughness, and imprinted day and night by the coarse bad sentiments of 
their voices and faces, these helpless, hapless beings whom they call their 
children, and think they are really making much of, m the instituting ol a 

nursery for them and their keeping. r i ir 

« sLh a mother ought to see that she is making much more of herself 

than of her child. This whole scheme of nurture is a scheme of se - 
indulgence. Now is the tune when her most 

Hffid? etemit^plead^ most entre^atingly for the benefit of her motherly 

charge and presence. dismayed by the thought of having her 

“What mother would not he djmjea ^ and come forward into life 

family grow up mto the sentiments ^ j often is this 

as being in the succession to her character y 

most exactly what she has pvided for. 

aSz " WbiishedTy Richard Dickinson, 89. Farringdon 

Street, London.) adequately understood or conceived 


It q'hcrc is no creature of 

nny.hi,,g mo,. s»d .0 tl.ml 

cl,ild,cn,”-m....,*» A’'"-""'. PP- '“l'/,":. 


nk of than the cruelties put upon 
From <z Mo/iuPs Xote /Dr»>(-.-\'ERA. 


